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CYPRESS RIVER UNITED CHURCH SHOWCASES MORE LOCAL TALENT

Sheena Grobb Launches Western Canadian Tour 
By Maria Berry


The church was quiet, with candles burning softly on the altar and in the choir loft.  The date, Wednesday, June 11th; two area musicians were getting ready to entertain at the Cypress River United Church, a venue that is well-known to performers for its great acoustics and ambiance.


This concert, featuring two young musicians, Sheena Grobb and Ben Wytinck, formerly from Treherne and Cypress River respectively, was the second in just over a month to take place in the church; concert-goers hope many more will follow.

Getting a quick interview in with Ben and Sheena before the concert, Ben announced that he is putting together a new CD which he hopes will be released in July.  He then plans a tour out west to promote his self-titled work “Ben Wytinck”.  Ben currently lives in Winnipeg where he has done freelance sound production for Midcan Productions as well as playing backup drums for various city bands.  He is still a member of the Winnipeg band “Johnny Upstairs and the Basements” with another local musician from Glenboro, Nathan Ham.  Other members are from Hartney and Brandon.  This evening’s performance is Ben’s first one in Cypress River with just Ben and his guitar.   A website is being set up and should be ready shortly.  For more information on Ben Wytinck, just go to www.benwytinck.com

Sheena is excited.  She is doing a tour which begins in Cypress River and goes all the way to Vancouver and back, playing over 40 engagements during June, July and August.  She will be appearing in Treherne, Winnipeg, Brandon, Minnedosa, Clear Lake, Roblin and then on June 20th travels to Edmonton where she will do some local concerts including one at Jasper and then on Canada Day, July 1st in Banff.  They will continue weaving their way through BC where she will perform solo. 


She is also very excited to have one of her all-time favourite musicians on the first and last legs of this tour (not in BC).  She said for her it was like “getting a phone call from Neil Young” asking to join her tour.  What excitement for this young artist to have one of her idols on the same venue with her for most of the summer.  Unfortunately due to family circumstances Craig Cardiff was unable to join Sheena for this particular concert but was at the concert taking place in Treherne the following evening, June 12th. 

Another reason for Sheena to be excited is that her upcoming CD “Get Out Alive” which is from her yet unnamed album will be released shortly.  She commented on how much she enjoys these small town concerts, where family and friends as well as first-time listeners can get a taste of her type of music and it’s also a great place to try out new material and promote new releases.


Ben and Sheena performed together during the evening as well as solo.


Ben began the evening’s entertainment by performing a song he wrote called “Quarter Life Crisis”, which he felt was very fitting for some of the things going on at this point in his 25 years on this earth.  He also told the audience that he was performing with a Hank Williams Sr. Tribute band last winter in Saskatchewan.  Before performing his second number he told the audience that while he was in Tisdale, he wrote a few songs, one of them being “Beginning of Love” which he finished in Hudson Bay, Saskatchewan, another romantic town.  Ben also performed another piece called “Belle” while Sheena accompanied him on vocals and piano.  Ben continued to enthral the audience with his guitar-playing and vocal talents.

There is no doubt that Ben has very strong guitar skills and writes exceptional lyrics which he performs with a pleasing style that smacks strongly of a blues/country/jazz style that is quite unique and very pleasant to listen to.

Sheena performed next featuring some numbers from her current CD “Comfort Zone”.  

She also had Ben accompany her on drums on a couple of pieces, giving the numbers a tribal-like sound with a beat that was very memorable and easy to listen to.  She also performed “Shoelace & Velcro”, “Studying”, “Character”, “Bartered” and one of her latest “Get Out Alive”, as mentioned earlier will be released shortly.  She also did a blazing rendition of the Ray Charles’ hit “But You Don’t Know Me”, along with “Clean and Discreetly”, a number that got her some attention at a New York writing contest.  Her final number of the evening was “Bulldog” and for an encore Sheena performed “Make It So”.


Sheena’s a young woman with an exceptional voice and also great piano and acoustic skills.  Her lyrics are heart-felt and transport listeners to a place where they can believe in what she says through song.


Music-lovers from near and far can watch these two succeed as they will no doubt successfully build music careers for themselves.  They will work hard and achieve their dreams.


I’m also sure that those who attended the Wednesday night concert are hoping there will be more of these in the future.  There’s a lot of talent in rural Manitoba and a lot of it is right in our own back yard.

